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Air India pilot 
fails second 
drug test    
Result ‘non-negative’ for marijuana; 
ministry summons CEO 
deepak patel 
New Delhi, 11 August 

The pilot-in-command of Air 
India’s (A-I’s) Phuket-Delhi 
flight, which suffered a sudden 
loss of around 300 feet in alti-
tude injuring 24 people 
onboard on August 4, has 
failed a second post-flight test 
for psychoactive substances, 
people familiar with the devel-
opment said on Tuesday. 

“The pilot-in-command 
has failed the second dope 
test...His result 
was non-negative 
for marijuana,” 
one person said. 
The Ministry of 
Civil Aviation 
(MoCA) did not 
respond to Busi-

ness Standard’s 
request for a 
comment. 

The aircraft 
was carrying 137 
passengers, 
including three 
infants, and eight 
crew members. 
After the aircraft safely landed 
in Delhi, both pilots under-
went mandatory screening for 
psychoactive substances.  

Two days back, the MoCA 
had said the pilot-in-com-
mand’s initial screening was 
“non-negative” and that the 
sample had been sent for con-
firmatory testing at a desig-
nated laboratory. Both pilots 
were taken off the flying roster 
pending the investigation. 

Based on the information 
received from the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) and the “nature” of the 
incident, the Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) 

has taken up the investigation. 
On Tuesday, the AAIB said: 

“Certain records, statements, 
medical information and 
other material collected 
during the investigation are 
protected and confidential in 
accordance with the appli-
cable investigation frame-
work. Maintaining the 
integrity and confidentiality of 
the investigation process is 
essential to a fair, objective and 
technically sound determina-
tion of the facts.”  

“The AAIB 
therefore 
requests all con-
cerned, includ-
ing the media 
and the public, to 
respect the inves-
tigation process 
and refrain from 
drawing con-
clusions on the 
basis of incom-
plete, unverified 
or selectively 
available 
information,” it 
added. 

Meanwhile, A-I’s outgoing 
Chief Executive Oicer (CEO), 
Campbell Wilson, was also 
summoned to the MoCA on 
Tuesday to brief senior gov-
ernment oicials on the inci-
dent, people familiar with the 
development said. 

Wilson met senior oicials 
from the MoCA and the DGCA 
to provide an update on the 
incident. 

Oicials told Wilson to 
address the airline’s various 
departments regarding the 
incident, saying public confi-
dence in the airline remains 
fragile following the Air India 
AI171 crash last year. 

New edu secy gets tough reform syllabus amid exam turmoil    
auhona mukherjee 
New Delhi, 11 August 

Deepti Gaur Mukerjee, the new 
higher education secretary, has 
her task cut out amid a larger 
reform push by the govern-
ment following student pro-
tests over the National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 
(Undergraduate), or Neet (UG). 
paper leak that led to the resig-
nation of education minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan. 

Mukerjee, the former secre-
tary in the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs (MCA), is a 1993-batch 
Indian Administrative Service 
oicer in the Madhya Pradesh 

cadre. She replaces Naresh Pal 
Gangwar just 17 days after his 
appointment amid consider-
able churn at the top of the edu-
cation ministry. 

In July, right after the Neet 
paper leak controversy, higher 
education secretary Vineet 
Joshi was moved to the Minis-
try of Panchayati Raj, after 
which Gangwar was appointed 
on July 23. His appointment 
was later put in abeyance. The 
changes followed weeks of stu-
dent protests over the Neet 
(UG) paper leak. Pradhan was 
eventually replaced as educa-
tion minister by Pralhad Joshi.  

The government has also 

announced the setting up of 
fast-track courts for examin-
ation malpractice cases. The 
Centre handed the paper leak 
case to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation, which filed a 
chargesheet last week. The 
National Testing Agency has 
also terminated 47 oicials. 
Sector experts say that fixing 
examinations will not be 
enough to reform and repair 
the education system. Muker-
jee will now have to take for-
ward these measures while 
addressing longer-standing 
problems in higher education. 

One of the biggest is the  
mismatch between what insti-

tutions teach and what 
employers require, which 
experts say is contributing to 
the larger problem of high 
youth unemployment. 

“There is a basic disconnect 
between what firms want and 
what the education system is 
giving,” said Bornali Bhandari, 
professor at the National 
 Council of Applied Economic 
Research (NCAER), adding 
that students need stronger 
technical, cognitive, and socio-
emotional skills. 

The high cost of higher 
education and growing 
dependence on coaching for-
competitive examinations are 

other concerns. Competition 
for seats in leading public uni-
versities has pushed many 
students towards expensive 
private institutions, while 
examinations such as 
Neet and the Joint Entrance 
Examination (JEE) have 
become closely linked to the 
coaching industry. 

A broader rethink is needed 
rather than expecting changes 
at the ministerial level alone, 
said Syed Sultan Ahmed, chair-
person of The Association of 
International Schools 
of India. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
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Deepti Gaur Mukerjee was 
earlier secretary, corporate 
affairs ministry

CEO Campbell Wilson 
asked to address the 
airline’s departments 
over the incident

PHUKET-DELHI FLIGHT TURBULENCE 
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�मरेिका की एक अिा्त न े
अिाणी समहू क े चयेरमनै गौतम 
अिाणी और उनक े भतीज े सागर 
अिाणी क े दख्ाफ पदतभदूत 
िोखािडी स े जडु े आपरादिक 
माम् ेको सरायी ू प स ेखाररज कर 
दिया ह।ै इसक ेसार ही यह मकुिमा 
दबना सनुिाई के समापत हो गया।  

नययूॉकक क े‘यएूस दिकस््ट कोटड 
फॉर ि ईसटनत दिकस््ट’ न े नयाय 
दिभाग क ेदनयम 48(ए) क ेतहत 
िायर यादचका सिीकार करत े हएु 
आरोपपत म ंशादम् िसूर,े तीसर े
और चौर ेआरोपं को खाररज कर 
दिया। इसका अरत ह ैदक इन आरोपं 

को िोबारा िादख् नहं दकया जा 
सकता। इन आरोपं म ं पदतभदूत 
िोखािडी की सादजश, िायर 
िोखािडी की सादजश और 
पदतभदूत िोखािडी क े आरोप 
शादम् र।े िायर िोखािडी की 
सादजश एक सघंीय अपराि ह ै
दजसम ं िो या उसस े अदिक ्ोग 
िोखा िने ेक ेमकसि स,े इटंरनटे, 
ईमे्  या फोन जसै े इ्े् ्ॉदनक 
सचंार का इसतमेा् करक ेिसूरं क े
पसै ेया सपंदत हडपन ेकी सादजश 
करत े ह।ं अिा्त क े फसै् े पर 
पदतदकया िते ेहएु गौतम अिाणी न े
कहा, ‘सतय की जीत हईु।’ भाषा

अमेरिका: अदाणी के खिलाफ 
आपिाखिक मामला िारिज 

�दिषके चटजी 
 

न जारा बडा अदभतु रा! 
जब बीसमाटड न े ‘बांि 
कनैिस 2026’ क े

दिजतेां क ेनामं का ऐ्ान दकया 
तो िह कण शषेठता और बडे सपनं 
क ेसमागम का चशमिीि गिाह बन 
गया। ‘बािं कनैिस 2026’ 
दबज़नसे सटिंिड की दशका-तकनीक 
(एिटके) इकाई दारा आयोदजत 
पह्ी राष्ीय दिजापन दफलम 
पदतयोदगता री। 

िीआईटी दबज़नसे सकू् , िे् रू 
म ंउस ि्त जशन का माहौ् दिखा 
जब कॉ्जे की ‘टीम पािर रजंसत’ 
न ेिशे की पमखु दिजापन एि ंबांि 
पदतयोदगतां म ंएक ‘बांि कैनिस 
चै् जं’ का पह्ा ससंकरण जीतकर 
इदतहास रचा। यटूीआई मयचुअु् 
फिं (एमएफ) क ेद्ए तयैार उनकी 
दिजापन दफलम न ेएक आसान मगर 
बहेि खास सिंशे दिया। िह सिंशे 
यह रा दक सही माधयम क ेजररय े
दनिशे स ेिन सजृन करन ेम ंमिि 
दम् सकती ह।ै 

भारत की ‘दसद्कन दसटी’ कह े
जान ेिा् ेशहर बगं्ूु  म ंमगं्िार 
को दकसत ुजयतंी दिशिदिदा्य क े
हिाई अडा मागत 
पररसर म ं इस बड े
कायतकम का भवय 
समापन (गंि 
दफना्)े हआु। इस 
आयोजन मं शीरत 10 
टीमं क े बीच 
दखताब जीतन ेऔर 
गित ि सममान क ेउस खास प् म ं
अपनी जगह पखुता करन ेक े द्ए 
कडा मुकाब्ा हआु। 

राजकोट क े आरक े
दिशिदिदा्य की ‘बज दबलिसत’ 
टीम पह्ी उप-दिजतेा रही जबदक 
कोक्च की जाइम की ‘टीम फोरत 
एद्मटं’ दिजापन दफलम दनमातण 
पदतयोदगता म ं िसूरी उप-दिजतेा 
बनी। पशंन कोर दनयामक एि ं
दिकास पादिकरण 
(पीएफआरिीए) क े द्ए ‘बज 
दबलिसत’ की दफलम न ेसिेादनिदृत 
दनयोजन (ररटायरमटं प्ादनगं) की 
अहदमयत और सिेादनिदृत क ेबाि 

भी जीिन सचुाु ूप स ेच्ान ेक े
द्ए ्गातार आय की जूरत को 
बखबूी िशातया। यटूीआई एमएफ क े
द्ए ‘फोरत एद्मटं’ की दिजापन 
दफलम न े बताया दक कसै े िरं म ं
बचत क ेतरीक ेबि् ेह ंयानी दकस 
तरह दपगगी बकं (गलु्क) स े् केर 
दितीय योजनां तक िदुनया न े
किम बढाया है। 

इन टीमं क े द्ए कामयाबी का 
सफर आसान दबलकु्  नहं रा। उनहं 
एक कड ेमकुाब् ेम ंिशे की कछु 
बहेतरीन यिुा पदतभां स ेबहेतर 

पिशतन करना रा 
और राष्ीय पदतभा 
खोज क ेकई चरणं 
को पार करना रा। 
यह सफर फरिरी 
और माचत म ंपररसर 
रमण (कपंस 
दिदजट) क े सार 

शुू  हआु। मई म ंयह सफर नशैन् 
्िाद्फायर तक पहुचंा और गंि 
दफना् े क े सार अपन े अदंतम 
मकुाम तक पहुचं गया। 

गिं दफना् ेम ं‘एआई-बांदिगं म ं
सहयोगी या बािा?’ दिरय पर एक 
सामदूहक चचात हईु। इस समहू म ं
यटूीआई एमएफ, पीएफआरिीए, 
दमलकीदमसट और हािास दकएदटि 
नटेिकक क ेकॉपोरटे ्ीिर क ेसार-
सार दकसत ु जयतंी दिशिदिदा्य 
क ेअकािदमक दिशरेज भी शादम् 
र।े चचात क ेबाि शीरत 10 टीमं का 
मलूयाकंन दकया गया और अतं म ं
दिजतेां क ेनामं का ऐ्ान हुआ। 

दबज़नसे सटिंिड क े एिटके 
प्टेफॉमत बीसमाटड दारा आयोदजत 
‘बांि कनैिस 2026’ एक राष्ीय 
सतर की दिजापन दफलम पदतयोदगता 
ह।ै इसम ंदबज़नेस सकू्  के छातं को 
िशे क े चार जान-ेमान े बािं 
पीएफआरिीए, यटूीआई एमएफ, 
मानयिर और दमलकी दमसट कपैे् ा 
दारा दिए गए सदंकत दििरण क े
आिार पर 30-सकेिं क े
वयािसादयक दिजापन बनान ेरे। 

इस पदतभा खोज का आगाज इस 
िरत फरिरी म ं दिजापन केत क े
िरुिंर पहाि क्कड क े एक 
शुु आती सत स ेहईु। क्कड िशे 
और िदुनया म ं एक जान-ेमान े
दिजापन दफलम दनिशेक ह।ं 

इसक े बाि पीएफआरिीए, 
यटूीआई एमएफ और दमलकी दमसट 
क े दिशरेजं क ेसार बािं-इमशतन 
सशेन हएु दजसम ंउनहंन ेदिजापन स े
जडुी सदंकपत बातं का बयोरा दिया 
और छातं क े सिा्ं क े जिाब 
दिए। बांि-इमशतन सेशन िह पदकया 
या बठैक ह ै दजसम ंकोई नई टीम, 
दिजापन एजसंी या कमतचारी दकसी 
दिशरे बांि क ेमलूयं, ्कयं, और 
काम करन ेक ेतरीक ेको गहराई स े
समझत ेह।ं छातं न ेचार-चार ्ोगं 
की टीमं मं इस पदतयोदगता मं दहससा 
्ने े क े द्ए बडी सखंया म ं भाग 
द्या। हर टीम न े ‘पह् े आओ-
पह् ेपाओ’ क ेआिार पर चार बािं 
म ं एक दिजापन का सदंकपत 
िसतािजे (बीफ) चनुा और 
सबंदंित बांि क ेखास उदेशयं को 

परूा करन े क े द्ए एक दिजापन 
दफलम बनाई। 

मलूयाकंन पदकया ‘बांि कपंस’ 
क ेरमण सार शुू  हईु। इस िौरान 
दिजापन और बादंिगं उदोग क े
पशेिेरं, सहभागी कपंदनयं क े
पदतदनदियं, पमखु दबज़नसे सकू् ं 
क े अकािदमक दिशरेजं और 
दबज़नसे सटिंिड क े दिशरेजं की 
मौजिूगी िा् े दनणातयक मिं् न े
िशे भर का िौरा दकया। छातं मं जोश 
और उतसाह साफ िखेा जा सकता 
रा। 

दपछ् े िो सपताहं म ं नशैन् 
्िाद्फायर म ं78 टीम ंआग ेबढं। 
दशरकत करन े िा्ं को दबज़नसे 
सटिंिड, दहससा ्ने ेिा् ेबािं और 
िशे की कछु बडी कपंदनयं क े
दिशरेजं क ेपनै् क ेसमक अपन े
दिजापन पशे करन ेका मौका दम्ा। 
हा्ादंक हर पदतयोदगता का अतं 
दिजतेां के ऐ्ान के सार ही होता 
ह ै मगर ्देकन ‘बािं कनैिस 
2026’ म ंबहेतरीन रचनातमकता 
िखेन ेको दम्ी। िेश की कुछ सबस े
होनहार यिुा पदतभां न ेबीफ क े
द्ए शानिार दिचार और नए 
िकृषटकोण पशे दकए। वयािसादयक 
दिजापन बनान ेम ंआन ेिा्ी ्ागत 
और साजो-सामान की सीदमत 
उप्बिता क ेबािजिू सभी टीमं ने 
परू ेजोश के सार काम दकया। 

इनम ंसे कई दफलमं पह्े ही ् ोगं 
का धयान खंच चुकी हं। ये दफलमं 
सोश् मीदिया प्ेटफॉमत और 
दहससा ्ेने िा्े बांि, बीसमाटड 
और दबज़नेस सटंििड के िूसर े
प्ेटफॉमत पर दिखाई और साझा की 
जा रही हं। बडे बांि के सार कायत 
अनुबंि और सहयोग के जररये नए 
रासते खो्ने के अ्ािा इस 
पदतयोदगता ने छातं को बांदिंग एिं 
दिजापन की िुदनया के कुछ बडे 
नामं के सार सीिे बातचीत करन े
का मंच उप्बि कराया। इनमं सियं 
क्कड भी शादम् रे। यह एक 
ऐसा अनुभि है दजसे िे ताउर याि 
रख सकते हं। 

उनहं इस पदतयोदगता म ंदहससा ् ने े
का दनणतय करन ेपर गित हो सकता ह ै
और ि ेदनकशचत तौर कह सकत ेह ं
‘यही ह ैराइट चॉइस, बबेी’!

रुवा रवतभां ने वनवेश  
पर विरा बडा संिेश

बंगलूु मं  बीसमारट के ‘बाडं कैनवस 2026’ कारयरम के ववजेतां की घोषणा

कारयरम के दिजेतां को पुरसकृत दकरा गरा

िीपक पटे्  
 

थाईलडं क ेफकुते स ेनई दिल्ी 
आ रह े एयर इदंिया क े दिमान क े
ऊचंाई स ेअचानक नीच ेआन ेक े
माम् े म ं एएआईबी की जांच म ं
गभंीर चकू उजागर हईु ह।ै पाया गया 
ह ैदक उडान क ेकमांिर-इन-चीफ 
पाय्ट का साइकोएक्टि पिारं 
क ेद्ए िसूरा पोसट-फ्ाइट टसेट 
फे्  हो गया यानी जाचं का पररणाम 

माररजुआना क ेद्ए 'नॉन-नगेदेटि' 
आया ह।ै इस घटना म ं चार कू 
सिसयं समते 24 ्ोग घाय् हो 

गए र।े नागररक उडयन मतंा्य न े
इस माम् ेम ंदबज़नसे सटिंिड दारा 
दटपपणी क ेद्ए भजे ेगए ईमे्  का 
जिाब नहं दिया। 

बीत े4 अगसत को एयर इदंिया क े
एयरबस ए-320 की उडान सखंया 
एआई2379 फकुते स ेदिल्ी आ 
रही री। यह अचानक ही ्गभग 
300 फीट नीच ेआ गई। इस घटना मं 
20 याती और चा्क ि् क े 4 
सिसय घाय् हो गए।   

निवरतमाि सीईओ रलब 
इस माम् े म ं मगं्िार को एयर 
इदंिया के दनिततमान मखुय कायतकारी 
अ दिकारी कपंबे्   दिलसन को 
नागररक उडयन मतंा्य न ेत्ब 
दकया। सतूं क ेअनसुार, दिलसन न े
मतंा्य और नागररक उडयन 
महादनिशेा्य (िीजीसीए) क े
िररषठ अदिकाररयं से मु् ाकात कर 
उनह ंउडान म ंगडबडी क ेसबंिं म ं
जानकारी िी। 

एयर इंडिया: पायलट का दूसरा िोप टेसट फेल

 आयाम14 नई दिल्ी { बुधवार, 12 अगसत 2026

Viditi
Rectangle



vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
vvvv

vvvv
v

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

Air India pilot 
fails second 
drug test    
Result ‘non-negative’ for marijuana; 
ministry summons CEO 
deepak patel 
New Delhi, 11 August 

The pilot-in-command of Air 
India’s (A-I’s) Phuket-Delhi 
flight, which suffered a sudden 
loss of around 300 feet in alti-
tude injuring 24 people 
onboard on August 4, has 
failed a second post-flight test 
for psychoactive substances, 
people familiar with the devel-
opment said on Tuesday. 

“The pilot-in-command 
has failed the second dope 
test...His result 
was non-negative 
for marijuana,” 
one person said. 
The Ministry of 
Civil Aviation 
(MoCA) did not 
respond to Busi-

ness Standard’s 
request for a 
comment. 

The aircraft 
was carrying 137 
passengers, 
including three 
infants, and eight 
crew members. 
After the aircraft safely landed 
in Delhi, both pilots under-
went mandatory screening for 
psychoactive substances.  

Two days back, the MoCA 
had said the pilot-in-com-
mand’s initial screening was 
“non-negative” and that the 
sample had been sent for con-
firmatory testing at a desig-
nated laboratory. Both pilots 
were taken off the flying roster 
pending the investigation. 

Based on the information 
received from the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) and the “nature” of the 
incident, the Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) 

has taken up the investigation. 
On Tuesday, the AAIB said: 

“Certain records, statements, 
medical information and 
other material collected 
during the investigation are 
protected and confidential in 
accordance with the appli-
cable investigation frame-
work. Maintaining the 
integrity and confidentiality of 
the investigation process is 
essential to a fair, objective and 
technically sound determina-
tion of the facts.”  

“The AAIB 
therefore 
requests all con-
cerned, includ-
ing the media 
and the public, to 
respect the inves-
tigation process 
and refrain from 
drawing con-
clusions on the 
basis of incom-
plete, unverified 
or selectively 
available 
information,” it 
added. 

Meanwhile, A-I’s outgoing 
Chief Executive Oicer (CEO), 
Campbell Wilson, was also 
summoned to the MoCA on 
Tuesday to brief senior gov-
ernment oicials on the inci-
dent, people familiar with the 
development said. 

Wilson met senior oicials 
from the MoCA and the DGCA 
to provide an update on the 
incident. 

Oicials told Wilson to 
address the airline’s various 
departments regarding the 
incident, saying public confi-
dence in the airline remains 
fragile following the Air India 
AI171 crash last year. 

New edu secy gets tough reform syllabus amid exam turmoil    
auhona mukherjee 
New Delhi, 11 August 

Deepti Gaur Mukerjee, the new 
higher education secretary, has 
her task cut out amid a larger 
reform push by the govern-
ment following student pro-
tests over the National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 
(Undergraduate), or Neet (UG). 
paper leak that led to the resig-
nation of education minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan. 

Mukerjee, the former secre-
tary in the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs (MCA), is a 1993-batch 
Indian Administrative Service 
oicer in the Madhya Pradesh 

cadre. She replaces Naresh Pal 
Gangwar just 17 days after his 
appointment amid consider-
able churn at the top of the edu-
cation ministry. 

In July, right after the Neet 
paper leak controversy, higher 
education secretary Vineet 
Joshi was moved to the Minis-
try of Panchayati Raj, after 
which Gangwar was appointed 
on July 23. His appointment 
was later put in abeyance. The 
changes followed weeks of stu-
dent protests over the Neet 
(UG) paper leak. Pradhan was 
eventually replaced as educa-
tion minister by Pralhad Joshi.  

The government has also 

announced the setting up of 
fast-track courts for examin-
ation malpractice cases. The 
Centre handed the paper leak 
case to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation, which filed a 
chargesheet last week. The 
National Testing Agency has 
also terminated 47 oicials. 
Sector experts say that fixing 
examinations will not be 
enough to reform and repair 
the education system. Muker-
jee will now have to take for-
ward these measures while 
addressing longer-standing 
problems in higher education. 

One of the biggest is the  
mismatch between what insti-

tutions teach and what 
employers require, which 
experts say is contributing to 
the larger problem of high 
youth unemployment. 

“There is a basic disconnect 
between what firms want and 
what the education system is 
giving,” said Bornali Bhandari, 
professor at the National 
 Council of Applied Economic 
Research (NCAER), adding 
that students need stronger 
technical, cognitive, and socio-
emotional skills. 

The high cost of higher 
education and growing 
dependence on coaching for-
competitive examinations are 

other concerns. Competition 
for seats in leading public uni-
versities has pushed many 
students towards expensive 
private institutions, while 
examinations such as 
Neet and the Joint Entrance 
Examination (JEE) have 
become closely linked to the 
coaching industry. 

A broader rethink is needed 
rather than expecting changes 
at the ministerial level alone, 
said Syed Sultan Ahmed, chair-
person of The Association of 
International Schools 
of India. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
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Deepti Gaur Mukerjee was 
earlier secretary, corporate 
affairs ministry

CEO Campbell Wilson 
asked to address the 
airline’s departments 
over the incident

PHUKET-DELHI FLIGHT TURBULENCE 
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