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PM MODI MAY VISIT KYRGYZSTAN FOR SCO SUMMIT,
WHICH IS ALSO LIKELY TO BE ATTENDED BY XI & PUTIN

CM OMAR SAYS AUTHORITIES MUST ENSURE THERE’S
NO MORE KILLING OF MIGRANT WORKERS IN J&K 

HACK
OF THE DAY

CUT YOUR TV BILL BY OPTIMISING 

CHANNELS USING TRAI APP

WHAT IT SOLVES:  DTH or cable bills rise when unwanted 

channels stay subscribed

WHAT TO DO:  Use TRAI Channel Selector app to optimise 

channels and bouquets

STEPS:

5 Submit optimised pack to your operator

4 Select only the channels that you watch

3 View your current subscription list of channels

2 Select DTH provider and login with registered TV number

1 Install TRAI Channel Selector app or visit the portal

NOTE:  Operator support and login methods may vary

SOURCE: TRAI

Readers are advised to follow official websites & updated rules.

SCAN FOR
MORE HACKS

STATOISTICS A slice of life in numbers

What is eating up world’s forests?
About 90% of global deforestation is linked to farm and forestry 

commodities. Since 2000, the world has lost an average of 5.6 million 
hectares of forests a year to agriculture, with beef alone accounting 

for 41% of the total as cattle grazing needs vast areas of land

% of global deforestation linked to agriculture by commodity, 2026

41

12

16

12

7

5
4

3

Beef
Forestry 
(wood, 
paper)

Roots, 
tubers & 
plant-based 
fibres

Oilseeds
(eg. soy, 
palm)

Cereals

Vegetables, 
fruits, nuts

Coffee, cocoa 
& spices

Pulses & SugarSource: Our World In Data

New Delhi: If  your vehicle is
not insured, you may not be
able to get fuel from petrol
pumps in the near future. Su-
preme Court Tuesday sugges-
ted this as one of  the measu-
res to tackle the problem of
uninsured vehicles plying on
roads and also directed that
cameras deployed on highwa-
ys and roads be used to identi-
fy such vehicles and send
challans to owners.

Expressing shock that ne-
arly 56% of  vehicles plying on
Indian roads remain uninsu-
red (most of  them two-whee-
lers), a bench of  Justices San-
jay Karol and Prashant Ku-
mar Mishra said the purpose
behind mandatory insurance
under Section 146 of  the Mo-

tor Vehicles Act gets defeated,
resulting in victims of  road
accidents being forced into
prolonged litigation to get
compensation. In absolute
terms, the stark figure of
uninsured vehicles stands at
16.5 crore vehicles out of  a to-
tal of  30.4 crore registered ve-
hicles. As per govt data, 22%
of  road accidents involve
uninsured vehicles.

As per the MV Act, those
who drive or allow an uninsu-
red vehicle to be driven witho-
ut valid motor third-party in-
surance are liable to be punis-
hed, including imprison-
ment, for violation of  the law.
In the case of  a first offence,
the punishment is imprison-
ment for up to three months,
or a fine of  Rs 2,000 or both;
and for a subsequent offence,
imprisonment for up to three

months, or a fine of  Rs 4,000 or
both are provided.

“The Insurance Regulato-
ry and Development Authori-
ty, in consultation with the ro-
ad transport ministry, to deli-
berate and evolve a pilot pro-
ject whereby fuel for vehicles
to be linked with valid insu-

rance status. In the absence
thereof, the vehicle concer-
ned would be refused fuel at
petrol pumps until such time
valid insurance is obtained.
The benefit therein is two-fold
— first, it will assist in identi-
fication of  uninsured or unre-
gistered vehicles. Secondly, it

will prompt the owners of  the-
se vehicles to ensure that they
have valid insurance status.
Such projects would ensure
ground-level compliance
with the statutory mandate of
Section 146 of  the MVA. This
may be done through the use
of cameras. The ministry of
petroleum and natural gas,
has in principle, no objection
to the same,” the bench said.

The bench said that there
should be strict implementa-
tion of  law and directed that
state traffic police should be
given handheld devices or
downloadable apps, linked
with the data from Insurance
Information Bureau and VA-
HAN portal to verify insuran-
ce status on the ground.
“ANPR cameras deployed on
highways and roads are equ-
ipped with a mechanism to
catch and penalise road safety
violations such as high speed,
red light jumping, driving on
the wrong side of  the road,
etc. Carrying this forward

and as already deployed by
the MoRTH in certain states,
ANPR cameras are to be in-
tegrated with data from the
Insurance Information Bu-
reau and the VAHAN portal
for issuance of  automatic e-
challans to uninsured vehi-
cles,” the bench said.

The result of  vehicles re-
maining uninsured is that ac-
cident victims and their fami-
lies have no recourse to ade-
quate compensation within a
reasonable time period. 

In 2018, the apex court had
directed mandatory buying
of  third-party insurance for
three years for new cars and
five years for two-wheelers at
the time of  buy/registration
of  new vehicles. Noting that a
large number of  vehicles re-
main uninsured, the bench
increased the period by one
year and directed that hence-
forth, a buyer has to buy third-
party insurance for four ye-
ars for new cars and six years
for new two-wheelers.

Court Also Suggests Such
Vehicles Be Denied Fuel

56% of vehicles not insured, SC says challan them

Amitanand.Choudhary

@timesofindia.com

Existing technology for 
issuance of challans and 
road-safety management is to 
be integrated with e-models 
to ensure compliance with 
statutorily mandated 
insurance

Evolve a pilot-project 
to link fuel for vehicles 
with valid insurance status 
vehicles

Process of stopping at 
toll plazas to be replaced 
with automatic detection of 
vehicles passing through  
toll points

A pilot project to be 
launched to allow citizens 
to verify insurance status of 
vehicles they are to use 

Benefits of obtaining 
comprehensive vehicle 

insurance policies  
to be displayed in  
easy-to-read format on 

the websites of insurance 
companies

Handheld device to be 
provided to traffic police to 
monitor real-time insurance 
status of vehicles and impose 
challans for violations 

STRICT ENFORCEMENT MANDATE

Mumbai: Despite opposition
from medical experts, Maha-
rashtra has become the first
Indian state where a homeo-
path has been allowed to
prescribe modern medicines
by the state medical council
based on a one-year certificate
course. The move has raised
alarm across the medical com-
munity who fear this would le-
ad to life-threatening conse-
quences with no framework
for accountability as of  now.

The homeopath, Neha Pa-
war, with a one-year certificate
in pharmacology, had her regi-
stration done after a large
number of  homeopaths staged
protests at Maharashtra Medi-

cal Council offices Tuesday. An
MMC official said there was an
attempt to stall registration
until talks between doctors’
bodies and govt were over but
they had given in after homeo-
paths entered MMC offices.

Across the state, Indian
Medical Association (IMA),
along with Maharashtra Asso-
ciation of  Resident Doctors, is
expected to intensify boycott
of  non-emergency medical ser-
vices Wednesday. On Thurs-
day, the boycott would be exten-
ded to emergency medical ser-
vices. The hearing on the mat-
ter is pending with Bombay
HC, with the verdict expected
by mid-Aug. The registration
granted to the homeopath is
conditional and subject to
change as per the HC’s verdict.

Maha lets homeopath
prescribe modern meds

Eshan.Kalyanikar

@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The forest dept in
Bengal has proposed that zoos
in the state shift to feeding go-
at meat to their carnivorous
animals as the supply of  buffa-
lo meat is drying up, a move
that may significantly increa-
se the zoos’ meat procurement
cost, officials said Tuesday.

“Recently, we held a mee-
ting with meat suppliers. I had
proposed that we look into pro-
viding goat meat (to zoo ani-
mals). This may be applicable
to zoos across the state,” forest
minister Manoj Kumar Oraon
said. Sources said the annual
bill for meat procurement at
the Alipore zoo may rise by Rs
3-5 crore if  the move is imple-
mented. The zoo’s current an-
nual food bill is Rs 4.5-5 crore.

Buffalo meat has been the
primary food for the state zoos’
tigers, lions, wolves, hyenas, le-
opards and jaguars. Officials
said the minister assured meat
suppliers that govt would try to
resolve the supply issue at the
earliest. Until an alternative
arrangement is worked out,
animals at the zoos may be fed
goat meat without any compro-
mise on the quantity or nutri-
tional quality of  their diet. 

A zoo official said the pro-
posal could pose challenges for
suppliers because of  the strong
demand for goat and lamb me-
at in Kolkata markets. TNN

West Bengal
zoos may

replace buff
with goat meat

Kolkata: “The heavens will
not fall,” Calcutta HC said
Tuesday while hearing a
PIL against making six
stanzas of  Vande Mataram
mandatory in madrassas.

Acting Chief  Justice Ta-
pabrata Chakraborty said,
“There are thousands of
Christian schools where all
students are asked to pray to
the Lord. Then, do a particu-
lar community of  students
belonging to a particular re-
ligion ask why are you aski-
ng me to sing certain things
which are in Christian reli-
gion? The heavens will not
fall. Today, if  I am asked to re-
peat a quote which is not in
my religion, what happens?
Do I become a person not be-
longing to my religion?”

The PIL litigant was re-
presented by senior advocate
Bikash Ranjan Bhattachary-
ya, who submitted that a no-
tification was issued by the
Centre making all six stan-
zas of  Vande Mataram man-
datory. “When the Constitu-
tion was adopted, it was deci-
ded that two stanzas, after
huge deliberation... If  some-
body wants to sing on their
own, I have no difficulty. But
it cannot be forced,” he said.
“Communal harmony will
be disrupted. Independence
was won after much bloods-

hed. If  someone refuses to
sing it — despite it being
mandatory — and faces im-
prisonment, how can they se-
ek legal recourse?” he added.

Multiple PILs were filed
on the issue. Additional soli-
citor general Dhiraj Kumar
Trivedi opposed the interim
prayer for a stay on the 
notification. “Unfortunately
PILs are coming, which are
espousing a cause of  publici-
ty interest litigation (sic).”

Heavens won’t fall if all 6 Vande
stanzas sung in madrassas: HC

There are
thousands of Christian
schools where all
students are asked to
pray to the Lord. If I am
asked to repeat a quote
which is not in my
religion... do I become a
person not belonging to
my religion?

TAPABRATA CHAKRABORTY
Acting Chief Justice

Lucknow: The UP cabinet
Tuesday passed a proposal
under which state govt will
now prohibit madrassas
from granting Kamil or gra-
duate-level and Fazil or post-
graduate-level degrees.

The decision is in line
with a 2024 SC ruling which
held that the provisions of
the UP Madrassa Education
Board Act, 2004, conflicted
with the University Grants
Commission (UGC) Act.

An official from the mi-
nority welfare department
said the 2024 SC ruling had
overturned an Allahabad
high court decision, which
had declared the 2004 Act
“unconstitutional”. Howe-
ver, while maintaining the
validity of  the Act itself, SC
had held the provision to
grant Kamil and Fazil degre-
es was unconstitutional, as it
conflicted with the UGC Act,
which governs higher educa-
tion standards in India. Mini-
ster Danish Ansari said that
after the SC order, govt had al-
ready stopped admissions un-
der the two courses. He also
clarified that degrees awar-
ded before the 2024 SC order
would not be impacted. TNN

UP: Madrassas
can’t give grad,

PG degrees 

Srishti Lakhotia & 
Subrata Chattoraj TNN
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and the trust it has earned from
customers. “What you have
built at IndiGo is admired
throughout our industry
around the world,” he said. 

Walsh—who has previo-
usly led Aer Lingus and
British Airways as well as
helped build International
Airlines Group—said buil-
ding a successful airline is
among the hardest things

to do in business.
“In the last 10 years alone, 408

airlines have failed. So what
you have achieved is absolutely
remarkable,” he said, adding
that success in aviation is ear-
ned through discipline, team-
work and consistency, without
shortcuts. 

Flagging supply chain const-
raints, evolving airspace chal-
lenges and changing global
conditions as headwinds,
Walsh said these do not alter In-
diGo’s direction.

IndiGo’s Strongest Days are Ahead: Walsh
Our Bureau

New Delhi: Willie Walsh, who
took charge as chief  executive
officer of  IndiGo on Monday,
told employees that the airli-
ne’s greatest opportunities are
still ahead and that it should be-
come the carrier of  choice. 

Walsh takes over following
the resignation of  former CEO
Pieter Elbers after a December
operational meltdown, which
tarnished IndiGo’s reputation
for punctuality as cancella-
tions stranded tens of  thou-
sands of  passengers and drew
regulatory warnings over ope-
rational mismanagement.

Addressing employees on his
first day, Walsh said the airline
is recognised across the global
aviation industry not just for
its size but also for its consis-
tency, operational excellence

Willie Walsh

“A small number of  passengers and
crew members with minor injuries
requiring medical assessment have
been taken to a medical facility at the

airport for precautionary examina-
tion and care by Air India’s airport te-
am and medical personnel,” the airli-
ne said in a statement.

Indian media reports, citing airline
and aviation sources, said that the pi-
lots regained control after the turbu-
lence and completed the flight safely
to the national capital.

The aircraft landed safely at the Del-
hi airport, where medical personnel
were on standby. According to some
reports, at least 12 people, including
passengers and cabin crew, sustained
injuries, although other outlets put
the number of  people receiving medi-
cal attention at 14.

The injuries were reported to be mi-
nor, but several people were taken to
hospital for further evaluation.

AT LEAST 10 FLYERS INJURED A320 loses about 300 ft during descent

Air India Phuket-Delhi Flight
Hits Severe Turbulence

Our Bureau

New Delhi: An Air India Airbus
A320 operating from Phuket to Delhi
encountered severe turbulence du-
ring its descent on Tuesday, leaving at
least 10 passengers and a cabin crew
member injured.

According to a Directorate General
of  Civil Aviation (DGCA) official, the
aircraft experienced a sudden bout
of  turbulence, briefly losing about
300 feet in altitude shortly before lan-
ding at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport. According to a PTI

report, the DGCA is probing the inci-
dent. The plane's flight data recorder
and cockpit voice recorder have been
secured for a detailed examination.

Civil aviation minister Kinjarapu Ram

Mohan Naidu visiting one of the

injured passengers in hospital PTI

1.48b Promotional
Calls Blocked in
Apr-Jun: Trai
New Delhi: About 1.48 billion
promotional calls were blocked
out of  13.16 billion originating
from the designated 140-series,
while 7.30 billion promotional
SMS were blocked out of  248.06
billion sent by registered tele-
marketers after verification aga-
inst consumers’ registered do not
disturb (DND) preferences, the
Telecom Regulatory Authority
of  India (Trai) said, sharing data
for the April-June 2026 quarter. 

Users can register their prefe-
rences through Trai’s DND app.
It offers the option to choose the
kinds of  promotional communi-
cations they wish to receive or
stop all promotional communica-
tions. Trai has designated the 140-
series for promotional calls to en-
sure such communications origi-
nate from a dedicated source,
enabling users to identify and
manage them. —Our Bureau



over operatio-
nal mismana-
gement. 

Addressing
employees on
his first day,
Walsh said In-
diGo is recog-
nised across
the global avia-

tion industry not just for its
size but for its consistency,
operational excellence and
the trust it has earned from
customers. “What you have
built at IndiGo is admired
throughout our industry aro-
und the world,” he said. 

Walsh, who has previously
led Aer Lingus and British
Airways and helped build In-

ternational Airlines Group,
said building a successful air-
line is among the hardest
things to do in business. 

“In the last 10 years alone,
408 airlines have failed. So,
what you have achieved is ab-
solutely remarkable,” he sa-
id, adding that success in av-
iation is earned through di-
scipline, teamwork and con-
sistency, with no shortcuts. 

Flagging supply chain
constraints, evolving airspa-
ce challenges and changing
global conditions as head-
winds, Walsh said these wo-
uld not alter IndiGo’s direc-
tion. “If  anything, they rein-
force the qualities that have
always defined IndiGo, our

unwavering commitment to
safety, operational excellence
and delivering consistency to
our customers,” he said. 

Walsh takes charge at a cri-
tical juncture as IndiGo pre-
pares to induct wide-body air-
craft and expand aggressive-
ly on international routes. 

On the airline’s expansion,
he pointed to a growing inter-
national network and new air-
craft joining the fleet as rea-
sons for optimism. He said In-
dia is uniquely placed, given
its fast-growing aviation mar-
ket, rising aspirations and ge-
ographic position, to become a
leading global aviation hub
and that IndiGo is well-positio-
ned to lead that future.

Carrier’s aim unwavering in the face of headwinds, Elbers’ successor tells staff

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Willie Walsh,
who took charge as CEO of  In-
diGo on Monday, told employ-
ees that the budget airline’s
greatest opportunities are
still ahead and that it should
become the carrier of  choice. 

His appointment follows the
departure of  former CEO Pi-
eter Elbers after a December
operational meltdown,
which tarnished IndiGo’s
hard-earned reputation for
punctuality and reliability.
Hundreds of  flight cancella-
tions stranded tens of  thou-
sands of  passengers and
drew regulatory warnings

IndiGo Should Become Airline
of Choice, Says New CEO Walsh

Turbulence Hits
Air India Flight
During Descent

Our Bureau

New Delhi: An Air India Air-
bus A320 operating from Phu-
ket to Delhi encountered seve-
re turbulence during its de-
scent on Tuesday, leaving at le-
ast 10 passengers and one
cabin crew member injured. 

According to a Directorate
General of  Civil Aviation
(DGCA) official, the aircraft
experienced a sudden bout of
turbulence, briefly losing abo-

ut 300 feet in alti-
tude shortly be-
fore landing at
Delhi airport. 

“A small num-
ber of  passeng-
ers and crew
members with
minor injuries
requiring medi-
cal assessment
have been taken
to a medical faci-
lity at the air-
port for precau-

tionary examination and care
by Air India’s airport team and
medical personnel,” the airli-
ne said in a statement. Indian
media reports, citing airline
and aviation sources, said the
pilots regained control after
the turbulence and completed
the flight safely to Delhi. 

The aircraft landed safely at
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, where medical per-
sonnel were on standby. Re-
ports said at least 12 people, in-
cluding passengers and cabin
crew, sustained injuries, altho-
ugh some outlets put the num-
ber of  people receiving medi-
cal attention at 14. 

The injuries were reported to
be minor, but several people
were taken to hospitals for
further evaluation. 

The flight
from Phuket
briefly lost
about 300
feet in
altitude
before
landing at
Delhi airport 

Navi Mumbai Starts Intl Freighter Ops
Mumbai: Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) on
Tuesday announced the commencement of  its international
freighter operations, with the inaugural IndiGo CarGo flight
to Sharjah taking off  on August 2. The flight carried 20 tonnes
of  cargo, including general cargo and perishable goods. -PTI
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Trai Blocks
1.48-b Spam 
Calls in Q1

Our Bureau

New Delhi: About 1.48 billion
promotional calls were block-
ed out of  13.16 billion origina-
ting from the designated 140-
series, while 7.30 billion pro-
motional SMS were blocked
out of  248.06 billion sent by re-
gistered telemarketers after
verification against consu-
mers’ registered Do Not Dis-
turb (DND) preferences, the
Telecom Regulatory Authori-
ty of  India (Trai) said, sharing
data for the April-June 2026 qu-
arter. Consumers can register
their preferences through Tra-
i’s DND app. Users have the op-
tion to choose the kinds of  pro-

motional com-
munications
they wish to re-
ceive or stop all
promotional
communica-
tions. 
Trai said 1.15

billion calls ori-
ginated from the
1600 series du-
ring the period. 

The telecom re-
gulator has de-
signated the 140-
series for pro-
motional calls to
ensure such
communica-

tions originate from a dedica-
ted source, enabling consu-
mers to identify and manage
them more easily. Similarly,
TRAI has designated the 1600
series for service and transac-
tional calls by entities in the
banking, financial services
and insurance sector, as well
as for government-to-citizen
communications. 

Trai said consumer participa-
tion through the DND app conti-
nued to play a critical role in
strengthening enforcement
against spam communications. 

“Registered DND preferen-
ces enabled blocking of  about
1.48 billion promotional calls
and 7.30 billion promotional
SMSs, demonstrating effective
consumer preference enforce-
ment,” Trai said in the report. 

Trai said
consumer
participation
through the
DND app
continued to
play a critical
role in
strengthening
enforcement
against 
spam calls
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